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INTRODUCT ION 


These tables contain historical data on standard hours 
of work and hours paid for. Their purpose is to provide 
information for people doing research on hours of work and hours 
paid for; they are not intended as an analysis of factors 
affecting trends in hours of work. 


Standard hours per week are the normally scheduled 
hours worked in a week by non-office employees in an establishment. 
Hours paid for include hours actually worked by full-time and 
part-time wage-earners, overtime hours, and hours credited to 
wage-earners absent on leave with pay. Statistics on hours 
actually worked, as distinguished from hours paid for, are found 
only in the monthly report of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
The Labour Force!, based on information obtained by a sample 
survey of households. Data on hours paid for and standard hours 
of work are derived from direct surveys of industry, comprising 
ee ns eanEnE® employing more than a specified number of 
workers. 


STANDARD HOURS 


In 1962 the Tenth International Conference of Labour 
Statisticians, organized by the International Labour Organization, 
produced this definition of standard hours: 


"Normal hours are hours of work fixed by 
or in pursuance of laws or regulations, 
collective agreements or arbitral awards. 
Where not fixed or in pursuance of laws 
or regulations, collective agreements or 
arbitral awards, normal hours of work 
should be taken as meaning the number of 
hours per day or week in excess of which 
any time worked is remunerated at over- 
time rates or forms an exception to the 
rules or custom of the establishment 
relating to_the classes of workers 
concerned." 


The Canada Department of Labour produces an annual 
report entitled Wage Rates, Salaries and Hours of Labour in which 
standard hours are defined as "the number of hours per week 
normally scheduled for the majority of non-office employees in 
an establishment during which straight-time or regular wage rates 
are paid." 


1 DeB.S-: Labour Force (Cat. No. 71-001) 

2 I.L.0.: Statistics on Hours of Work, Tenth International 
Conference of Labour Statisticians, Report III, 
Geneva (1962), pages 39-40. 
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The Canada Department of Labour has been collecting 
statistics on standard hours since its establishment in 1900, 
These were published from time to time in the Labour Gazette. 
The first of the Wage Rates, Salaries and Hours of Labour series 
covered the period, 1901-1920, and was published in March 1921. 
Although a regular. annual survey on standard hours of work was 
not conducted before 1919, information on wages and hours was 
obtained by the department from various sources such as 
collective agreements, departmental field officers and 
correspondents, and returns from trade unions and employers. 


Data on standard hours before 1945 are not provided 
in these tables. This is because the distinction between 
regular and overtime hours was so imprecise that it has not been 
possible to distinguish between published data on standard 
hours and hours paid for. 


Before 1948 statistics were classified by industry 
according to what was known as the Component Material Classifi- 
cation. In 1948 this was replaced by the Standard Industrial 
Classification, which was revised in 1960 and became the basis 
for many statistical series “in 1901, othems tollowing su1t ‘at 
later dates. 


Tables 1 and 2 contain data on standard weekly hours 
of work for non-office employees in Canada and the provinces 
for the period, 1945-1953. The explanatory notes on page 3 
(Table 1 compare industry names before and after the intro- 
duction of the 1948 Standard Industrial Classification. Tables 
12 to 22 provide statistics on standard weekly hours of work 
for non-office employees of both sexes in Canada and the 
provinces. 


Beginning in 1966 the data appearing in Wage Rates, 
Salaries and Hours of Labour were presented on the basis of the 
revised Standard Industrial Classification. Notes on page 49 
(Table 23) explain the changes in the industry classification 
arising from the adoption of the new code. Table 23 contains 
standard weekly hours data for non-office employees in Canada 
and the provinces according to the new Classification. 


HOURS PAID FOR 


Hours paid for include actual hours worked as well as 
paid holidays, paid vacations, paid sick leave and other time 
paid for but not worked. 


In Canada statistics on hours paid for are available 
at the aggregative level from 1932. They have been gathered and 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/6111/7672030 
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produced by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The following 
table contains data on hours paid for in the manufacturing sector 
as presented in the publications indicated: 


General Review of ie Earnings and ( Manhours and 
Manufacturing Industries Hours of Work 2) Hourly Earnings’ °) 

ToS2 48.9 

1933 48.7 

1934 49.2 

Ae ie 48.7 

1936 48.7 

i key, 48.8 

1938 46.7 46.7 

eS) 47,2 47.4 

1940 18 ul oO RE. 

1941 D066 DO ew 

1942 ebgp 2 49.7 

1943 48.8 48.9 

1944 47.5 47.6 

1945 46.2 44.1 
1946 43.7 42.7 
1947 ee 42.5 
1948 43.6 42.3 
1949 43.3 42.2 
LOSO 43.5 42.3 
L9S1 42.0 41.7 
Looe 42.6 — 41.5 
Loos 41.7 41.3 
1954 41.9 40.7 
E9D5S 42.0 41.0 
L956 41.8 41.0 
1957 40.5 40 .4 
1958 41.1 40.2 
1959 41.4 40.7 
1960 41.0 40.4 


ene err erent A LE 
1. D.B.S.: General Review of Manufacturing Industries of Canada 
Gait e No. 31-201 


2. D.B.S.: Earnings and Hours of Work in Manufacturin 
Pea Pers. (PE DOED 
3, D.B.S.: Review of Manhours and Hourly Earnings 
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General Review of Manufacturing Industries of Canada 


From 1932 to 1945 inclusive, data on hours paid for in 
this report were based on annual surveys of all establishments, 
from the largest to the smallest. Each firm was required to report 
the number of hours worked by all its wage-earners during the month 
in which the greatest number were employed, the only exceptions 
being the years 1938 and 1939 when one week in a month of normal 
employment was reported. Since 1940, data on weekly hours paid 
for have included overtime but were excluded before then. It 
should be remembered that these figures do not refer to the same 
month each year but to the month of highest employment in each year, 
which is likely to vary from one year to another unless highest 
employment for a particular industry happens to be in the same 
month in every year. The figures represent the summation of the 
different months of highest employment as reported by all firms. 


The method of collecting statistics on hours paid for 
was changed in 1946. For one thing the survey covered only 
establishments employing at least 15 workers, “compared with the 
coverage of all establishments in earlier years; instead of the 
information being collected for one week in the month of highest 
employment (which varied from plant to plant and from year to 
year), the last week of November was chosen to be used each year, 
but in 1948 and subsequent years the reporting base was changed 
to the last week of October. 


Up to 1945 each issue of the annual General Review 
contained tables showing the numbers and percentages of wage-earners 
according to specified hours worked per week. (A recapitulation 
of the data for 1932 to 1937 is found on page 386 of the 1942 
edition of the Canada Year Book.) More detailed data on hours of 
work, based on the same survey, were published in an annual 


report entitled Weekly Earnings and Hours of Work of Male and 
Female Wage-Earners Employed in the Manufacturing Industries of 
Canada; the first version of this report covered 1934 to 1936 
inclusive, and a 1938 report brought the information up to date, 
and it was published annually to 1945. In addition to the 
information already described that was also published in the 
General Review, there were tables on hours worked by male wage- 
earners and by female wage-earners (separately) for the "40 
leading industries" (ranked according to the number of male or 
female wage-earners employed); tables providing industrial and 
provincial breakdowns also appeared in this report. These are 
reproduced in Tables 47 to 50 inclusive in this set of historical 
tables. 
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Barhingsuand Hours .or Work in Manufacturing 


In 1946 a new report was published for the first time 
with the above title. While its title closely resembled that of 
the publication described in the previous paragraph, there were 
significant differences. As described above, beginning in 1946 
data were collected for the last week of November (beginning in 
1948, the last week in October) and for establishments employing 
at least 15 workers. Furthermore, the questions on hours of 
work were taken out of the annual schedules used in connection 
with the Census of Manufacturers and the information was collected 
by the Employment Statistics Branch of D.B.S. 


At the Same time as this survey was begun, the survey 
of employment, payrolls and man-hours was extended to collect 
monthly data én hours (the monthly report is described below). 

The purpose of the annual survey was to provide separate data for 
men and women and for wage-earners and salaried employees. Such 
details were not collected in the monthly survey. 


The survey was not conducted in 1961 and 1962 but was 
resumed in 1963. Since 1966 it has covered establishments of 20 
or more employees, compared with 15 or more previously. Some 
categories of personnel Such as proprietors or firm members, 
pensioners and employees of separately organized sales offices are 
excluded. 


Review of Manhours and Hourly Earnings 


This is an annual publication bringing together the 
information contained in the monthly bulletins published through 
the year. They contain data on average weekly hours paid for, 
an the case Of wage-earners, for tne last pay period of the month 
along with annual averages of the 12 monthly figures. (Until 1959 
the data were designated by the name of the first of the month 
they preceded; they are now designated by the name of the month 
in which they are collected. For example, what is now called the 
December figure would have been called January lst under the 
former practice. ) 


From 1945 to 1965 the survey covered establishments 
employing at least 15 workers and all establishments that were 
part of multiunit firms; since 1966 the coverage has been of 
establishments with 20 or more workers along with those in multi- 
unit organizations. The data relate to wage-earners, full-time 
or part-time, including casual workers, provided they worked at 
least one day in the reported pay period. Salaried workers are 
excluded. 
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Tables 24 to 34 contain data on hours paid for in 
manufacturing tor each of the provinces from 1945 to 1964, 
although in some cases, data are available only for the period 
1951 to 1964. Because of the change in the Standard Industrial 
Classi. Callone a Gepavare ‘Set oOo: tables, Tables 35 to 46, cover 
elie: periods, 1957 to 1967. It is inadvisable to attempt to link 
data for particular industries in these tables with data for what 
appear to be the same industries in preceding tables based on the 
Ole? Mndustiiaieclaesitication.) ulhis;can,,only.be done, where it 
Pe OSs1Diemet an liantenmicaretiul. study of«the changes 1h the 
composition of industry groups as a result of the revised 
classification and some modification of the basic data in accordance 
with these changes. 
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ANNUAL AVERAGES OF HOURS PER WEEK OF HOURLY-RATED WAGE-EARNERS 
BY INDUSTRY CANADA, 1945-1964 
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